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travels had been much the subject of conversation. But I found that he had riot listened to him with that full confidence, without which there is little satisfaction in the society of travellers. I was curious to hear what opinion so able a judge as Johnson had formed of his abilities, and I asked if he was not a man of sense. JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, he is not a distinct relater; and I should say, he is neither abounding nor deficient in sense. I did not perceive any superiority of understanding.' BOSWELL. ' But will you not allow him a nobleness of resolution, in penetrating into distant regions ?' JOHNSON. ' That, Sir, is not to the present purpose. We are talking of his sense. A fighting cock has a nobleness of resolution.'
Next day, Sunday, April 2, I dined with him at Mr. Hoole's. We talked of Pope. JOHNSON. ' He wrote his Dunciad for fame. That was his primary motive. Had it not been for that, the dunces might have railed against him till they were weary, without his troubling himsel£ about them. He delighted to vex them, no doubt; but he had more delight in seeing how well he could vex them1.'
The Odes to Obscurity and Oblivion, in ridicule of'cool Mason and warm Gray2,' being mentioned, Johnson said,
1 ' That the design [of the Dunciad'} was moral, whatever the author might tell either his readers or himself, I am not convinced.   The first motive was the desire of revenging the contempt with which Theobald had treated his Shakespeare, and regaining the honour which he had lost, by crushing his opponent.'   Johnson's Works, viii. 338. 8        'Daughter of Chaos and old Night, Cimmerian Muse, all hail!
That wrapt in never-twinkling gloom canst write, And shadowest meaning with thy dusky veil! What Poet sings and strikes the strings ? It was the mighty Theban spoke. He from the ever-living lyre With magic hand elicits fire. Heard ye the din of modern rhymers bray? It was cool M—n; or warm G—y,
Involv'd in tenfold smoke.' Colman's Prose on Several Occasions, ii. 273.
' They me It'll you, is doin^ a very great, thing.1 Sre /«»v/, April aK, 1778.
